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Compass   
   

Working to change the equation 

 

From: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: 

Good intentions +  

No common base of information =  

Inefficient decisions 

Good intentions +  

Sound, credible information +  

Common sense of purpose = 

Productive decisions  

for a strong state &communities 
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Current funders 

· 3M Foundation 

· Blandin Foundation 

· Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Minnesota Foundation 

· Bush Foundation 

· Greater Twin Cities  
United Way 

· Initiative Foundation 

· Mardag Foundation 

· The McKnight Foundation 

· The Minneapolis Foundation 

 

· Northland Foundation 

· Northwest Minnesota Foundation 

· The Saint Paul Foundation 

· Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation 

· Southwest Initiative Foundation 

· Wells Fargo Foundation 

· West Central Initiative 

· Amherst H. Wilder Foundation  

 

Å  Your Name Here 
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Todayôs discussion 

September 2011 

·Major Trends in Minnesota ï What are the 
major forces at work in our population? 

·Implications: Where might talented 
volunteers become engaged and apply 
their talents to address these trends? 
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Minnesota ï Much volunteering! 

September 2011 
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Boomer Generation in Minnesota 

September 2011 
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Twin Cities ï 

Weôre number one !!! 

September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

· Increased suburban populat ion  

· Aging 

· Increasing diversity  

· Great Recession 

Four Big Trends 

September 2011 
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Growth of the  

suburban population 
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Suburban growth 

September 2011 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Demographics > Population 
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Population 

growth by 

county 2000-

2009 

 

Growth from 

Rochester to 

St. Cloud 

 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Demographics > Population 
September 2011 
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Implications of suburban growth 

·More jobs in the suburbs  

·More ñneedsò in the suburban areas 

·More political power in the suburbs 

·More geographic dispersion 

­ of needs 

­ of volunteers 

·For state as a whole: Do we have enough 
volunteers where we need them? 

September 2011 
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Aging 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

Between 2010 and 2030, the number of residents 

age 65+ in our region is expected to: 

 

A. Decrease by one-third 

B. Stay about the same  

C. Increase by one-third 

D. Double 
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ñDependency ratioò is changing in  

the Twin Cities 

2010 2030 

Retirementïage (65+)  

 

Workforce-age (18-64) 

 

September 2011 



Positive ï more people: 

·Living longer 

·Living healthier 

·Contributing to society 

ïWealth 

ïVolunteering 

 

·More people with 

chronic conditions 

·Leadership/workforce 

issues  

·Pressure on healthcare 

and other systems 

 

 

Implications of aging 

Negative : 

www.mncompass.org 

How can volunteers address this? 

September 2011 
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Population of Color has tripled  

in past 20 years 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Demographics > Race 

September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

1 in 5 people in our region is  

a person of color 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Demographics > Race 

September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

Immigration has also increased 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Immigration > Population Trends 

September 2011 
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The majority of our regionôs population 

growth is coming from populations of color 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Demographics > Race 

September 2011 
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We are becoming more different: 

Proportion of Persons of Color 

 -     200,000   400,000   600,000   800,000   1,000,000  

Digital (0-14)  

Millennial (15-29) 

Gen X (30-44) 

Baby Boom (45-64) 

Greatest/Depression 
Generations (65+) 

Of Color White (non-Hispanic) 

Ratio 

1:13 

1:8 

1:4 

1:4 

1:3 

September 2011 
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The Great  

Recession 
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Economic output is down 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Economy & Workforce > Economic Output 

September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org September 2011 September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

Poverty rates 2010 (just released) 

United States  

15.1% 

September 2011 

Minnesota 

10.8% 
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Basic needs of all type are up 

Source: Greater Twin Cities United Way & Twin Cities 

Compass, Quarterly Economic Pulse (forthcoming) 

Calls for financial assistance 

September 2011 
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Food shelf usage is up 

69%     increase in number of food shelf visits  

             in Dakota County (Nov 2010 compared to Nov 2009) 

 

117%  increase in number of food shelf visits  

             in Scott County (Nov 2010 compared to Nov 2009) 

Source: Greater Twin Cities United Way & Twin Cities 

Compass, Quarterly Economic Pulse (forthcoming) 

September 2011 
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Homelessness has increased dramatically 

Retrieved from MN Compass : Housing > Homeless Persons 

September 2011 
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Retrieved from MN Compass : Housing > Homeless Persons 

On any given night 2,300 kids are 

homeless in the Twin Cities 

September 2011 
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Minnesotaôs children: Looking ahead 
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Topic area: Education 

Compass Key Measures: 

 

·3rd grade reading scores 

·9th grade attendance 

·11th grade math scores 

·High school graduation 

September 2011 
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Early reading matters to later life 

·Reading proficiency - third grade -
often a predictor for future 
academic and life success  

·75% of poor readers in third grade 
will remain poor readers in high 
school  

·Limited reading skills often lead to 
behavioral problems, poor 
academic performance, eventually 
drop out 

September 2011 
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Reading by 3rd grade:  

31 point gap by race 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Education> 3rd Grade Reading 

September 2011 
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Reading by 3rd grade:  

33 point gap by income 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Education> 3rd Grade Reading 

September 2011 
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High school graduation:  

A prerequisite for the modern economy 

·Increasingly fewer jobs exist for 
people who do not graduate from 
high school 

·To compete economically, our 
state needs workers with skills 
beyond high school  

·Lack of a high school diploma puts 
an individual at greater risk for 
poor health, lower lifetime 
earnings, unemployment and 
welfare, and prison 

September 2011 
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Graduation: Less than half of students of 

color graduate in four years 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Education> High School Graduation 

September 2011 
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Developmental assets: Why they matter 

·Increase positive development (school 
attendance, test scores, higher rates of 
graduation, resilience, emotional 
competencies, higher aspirations for college) 

·And reduce negative development (risk-
taking, unhealthy behaviors, dropping out, 
substance abuse) 

·Help now and later ð continuing influence on 
behaviors in young adulthood 

September 2011 
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Connection to caring adults 

(in the community) 

How much do you feel: 

·Teachers and other adults 
at schoolé  

·Religious or spiritual 
leadersé 

·Other adults in the 
communityé  

   care about you? 

September 2011 



www.mncompass.org September 2011 www.mncompass.org 

Connections to caring adults ï  

Different racial and ethnic groups 

Retrieved from MN Compass: Children & Youth > Connection  to Caring Adults 

September 2011 
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